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had hardly returned to his office in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, when he received a note 'from Giesl, that as the
time-limit "has now expired and as I have not received a
t'eply which is satisfactory, I have the honor to inform your
Excellency that I am leaving Belgrade tonight together with
the Staff of the Imperial and Royal Legation; . . . that
from the moment this letter reaches your Excellency the
rupture in the diplomatic relations between Serbia and
Austro-Hungary will have the character of a fait ac-
compli" 48 So great was Giesl's speed that he and his whole
staff were able to catch the 6:30 P. M. train from Belgrade.
He certainly established the speed record for the rupture
of diplomatic relations.
In order that the measures for Austrian partial mobiliza-
' tion against Serbia might follow the diplomatic break as
quickly as possible, Berchtold had made elaborate prepara-
tions to get the news from Giesl with the utmost prompt-
ness. After leaving Belgrade at 6:30 P. M., Giesl was to
arrive at Semlin across the frontier at 6:40 P. M., and there
to use the railway telephone which would be held open for
him to inform Tisza at Budapest, who in turn would for-
ward the message at once to Vienna.49 Berchtold himself
had gone to Ischl to attend an early dinner which Emperor
Francis Joseph was giving.to the Duke and Duchess of
Cumberland. Toward noon he received an urgent telegram
from the Russian Charge d? Affaires begging an extension of
the time-limit, on the grounds that the Powers had been
taken by surprise and had not yet had an opportunity to
study the dossier of Sarajevo evidence which Austria had
promised them. But Berchtold replied that he could not
grant any such extension. He added, however, that even
after diplomatic relations with Serbia should have been
broken off, a peaceful settlement could be brought about
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49 Berchtold to Giesl, July 24, 1:30 P.M.; A.RB., II, 1.